Control region of SV40 minichromosomes is preferentially cleaved by single-strand specific S1 nuclease.
We have analysed S1 sensitivity of SV40 minichromosomes isolated from the nuclei of infected cells at the late stage of infection. We show that a fraction of purified minichromosomes is sensitive towards double-strand cleavage by S1 nuclease. The pattern of specific cleavage reminiscent of that found for subcloned fragment under supercoiling is superimposed upon apparently random double-strand cuts along the entire regulatory region. Therefore, the cleavage sites are not exclusively confined to the regions with the reported alternate DNA conformation.